


R esearch on evangelicals generates renewed inte-
rest from the public due to their massive support 
for Donald Trump they consider as the new Cyrus 

(André Gagné, 2020). However, he also attracts signifi-
cant support from catholics[1].
The last Pew Reseach Center poll thus shows that while 
78% of white evangelicals favour Trump, this is also 
the case of more than 50% protestants and Catholics 
in general (30 Sept.-5 Oct. 2020). Similarly in France, 
shared positions, or even rapprochements between 
evangelicals and catholics occur regarding issues such 
as abortion or medically-assisted procreation for LGBT 
communitites.
In 2004, Paul Freston concluded that the fragmenta-
tion of the evangelical world made an alignment of Third 
World evangelicals with the Western Christian right un-
likely. Today, however, the defense of the Christian he-
ritage, a motive often taken up in populist discourse, 
whether in the United States, Brazil or even France, ap-
pears to be a powerful means of mobilizing politically 
Protestants and Catholics in many countries.

[ 1 ] h t t p s : // w w w. l a - c ro i x . c o m / Re l i g i o n / C at h o l i q u e s - e va n g e l i q u e s - ra p p ro c h e
nt-2018-01-24-1200908494
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In the academic world, it seems to us that the 
two Christian traditions are mainly studied in a 
compartmentalized or juxtaposed manner, or even in 

competition with each other. While they have sometimes 
been brought together on the issue of their adaptation 
and reaction to secularization (Hervieu-Léger, 2017), 
whether through religious recomposition (Hervieu-
Léger, 1999) or « reasonable accommodation » (Cécile 
Laborde, 2009), their more recent convergences have 
mainly been discussed in the press, but the research is 
still limited.
Philippe Gonzales spoke about the « ecumenism of the 
trenches » of the Bush era (2016), what convergences 
can be observed today?
Are these convergences always the same qualitatively 
and quantitatively? How have they evolved? To what 
extent can we really speak of convergences? Are they 
only circumstantial? What factors favor them – ethi-
cal issues, (neo)charismatism, or populism)? Which  
Evangelicals and which Catholics are we talking about?

SUMMARY
• Timeline : 2-3
• Keynotes : 4-11
• Panels : 12-21

The Christian Right : 
What convergences today?
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Do evangelicals and Catholics who 
supported the former U.S. president 
share a common theology of 
political power? Many evangelicals 
objected to some of their fellow 
citizens’ support for Donald Trump 
in 2016 and 2020. But what about 
the support Trump received from 
Catholics and their own political 
involvement?

Some Catholic and Protestant 
writers have criticized the alliance 
between Evangelical and Catholic 
“fun-damentalists” in American 
politics.

When it comes to political theology, 
are there convergences (and diver-
gences) between the “dominionism” 
which can be found in some evange-
lical currents - especially among the 
neo-Charismatic-Pentecostal mo-
vement - and Catholic integralists?

In this presentation, we will examine 
the foundations of these political 
theologies in order to better 

understand the ambition to exert 
control over the State. We will 
conclude by considering the political 
theology that opposes any quest for 
state power.

“ Seizing the State to Better Rule: 
Dominionism and Integralism in the 
Quest for Power in the United States”.

FRI. 22 OCT.
14h-15h15

Discussant : Dr. Laurent Amiotte-Suchet (Senior Researcher, HES 
Vaud). Chair : Karina Bénazech Wendling (PhD candidate, GSRL-CNRS/
EPHE-PSL).

André Gagné is Full Professor in the 
Department of Theological Studies at 
Concordia University.
He is also a member of the Centre for 
the Study of Learning and Performance 
(Concordia University), a Research As-
sociate with the Centre de recherche 
Société, Droit et Religion (Université 
de Sherbrooke), and a Co-Researcher 
with the Centre d’expertise de forma-
tion sur les intégrismes religieux, les 
idéologies politiques et la radicalisa-
tion (CEFIR).
His teaching and scholarship focus on 
the interpretation and reception of the 
Bible, Neocharismatic-Pentecosta-
lism, Evangelicalism, fundamentalism, 
the Christian Right, and religious vio-
lence.
His recent book Ces évangéliques der-
rière Trump: Trump, élu de Dieu ? ana-
lyses the role of Evangelicals in Donald 
Trump’s election in 2016.
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FRI. 22 OCT.
17h30-18h45

“ Religious Plurality and Political 
Action in Latin America”.

Discussant : Sébastien Fath (Senior Researcher, GSRL-CNRS/EPHE-
PSL). Chair : Anne Ruolt (Professor, Institut Biblique de Nogent ; Re-
search Fellow GSRL-CNRS).

In the 1970s, social scientists re-
peatedly perceived Pentecostal re-
ligious movements in Latin America 
as privileged agents of North Ameri-
can imperialist penetration. 

During the Cold War, this “conspi-
racy” approach fuelled suspicion 
towards religious sects. Today, as 
their followers and their political ma-
nifestation have been exponentially 
growing over the last twenty years, 
it is common to consider them as 
an expression and instrument of the 
North American evangelical right. 
Their insertion in the political and 
media landscape certainly contri-
butes to the diffusion of a conserva-
tive ideology. However, their political 
commitment cannot be reduced to 
the simplistic idea of exogenous ma-
nipulation. 

Rather, their participation in politi-
cal action should be understood ac-
cording to two endogenous factors: 
first, their inclusion in a force field 
determined by the weight of the 
Roman Catholic Church and by the 
political and social recognition they 
seek; second, their participation in a 
corporatist political culture of patro-
nage and clientele relations which 

are characteristic of a region where 
right-wing and left-wing populisms 
predominate. 

The aim is to explore the way in 
which the new cults position them-
selves in relation to the State and 
the Church by examining a paradox. 
While religious pluralisation leads 
to a fragmentation of the actors 
and should lead to the privatisation 
of the religious, in Latin America it 
produces the forced entry of the 
religious into the public sphere, of 
which the striking features comprise 
the confessionalisation of politics 
through the formation of small evan-
gelical political parties, since the 
1980s, in all countries of the region 
and the appearance of “evangelical” 
candidates in elections. They are a 
way of exerting pressure on the state 
to redefine both its relationship with 
the Catholic Church and the regime 
of secularism that regulates reli-
gions.
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Prof. Jean-Pierre Bastian, Emeritus 
Professor at the University of Strasbourg, 
is a sociologist of religion He is former 
Research director at the IHEAL (Institut 
des Hautes-Etudes de l’Amérique Latine), 
Université Paris Sorbonne-Nouvelle. 
His research focuses on the analysis of 
religious modernity and processes of 
secularization in a comparative approach 
between Latin Europe and Latin America.
Among his publications : 
• Los disidentes, sociedades protestantes 
y revolución en México, 1872-1911, 
México, Fondo de Cultura Económica, 
1989;
• Le protestantisme en Amérique latine, 
une approche socio-historique, Genève, 
Labor et Fides, 1994
• La mutación religiosa de América Latina, 
Mexico, FCE, 1997
• Religiöser Wandel in Costa Rica. Eine 
sozialwissenschaftliche Interpretation. 
Mainz, Grünewald Verlag, 2001;
• La fracture religieuse vaudoise, 1847-
1966, Genève, Labor et Fides, 2016;

And under his direction:
• La globalisation du religieux, Paris, 
L’Harmattan, 2000 
• La modernité religieuse en perspective 
comparée : Europe latine - Amérique 
latine, Paris, Karthala, 2001
• Les minorités religieuses en Europe, 
approches sociologiques et juridiques, 
Paris, PUF, 2007
• Pluralisation religieuse et logique de 
marché, Berne/Frankfort, Peter Lang 
Verlag, 2007
• Religions, valeurs et développement 
dans les Amériques, Paris, L’Harmattan 
2007
• Les fractures protestantes en Suisse  
romande au XIXe siècle, Labor et Fides, 
Genève, 2021.

Tobias Cremer  is a Junior Research 
Fellow in « Religion and the Frontier 
Challenges ».
His research focuses on the relationship 
between religion, secularisation and 
the surge of ethno-nationalist populism 
throughout western societies.
In his doctoral research (University of 
Cambridge, funded by the ESRC), Tobias 
Cremer explored how right-wing popu-
list movements in Germany, France and 
the United States employ Christianity as 
a cultural identity marker, and how belie-
vers and church authorities are reacting to 
such co-optation attempts.
He holds an MPP from the Harvard Kenne-
dy School, where he was a McCloy Fellow, 
an MPhil in Politics and International Stu-
dies from Cambridge University, and a BA 
in Politics, Philosophy and Economics from 
Sciences Po Paris. 
Across his career, he has worked in the 
German Parliament, the German Fede-
ral Foreign Office, and as a management 
consult. 
Tobias Cremer is also the assistant editor 
for the Transatlantic Policy Network on Re-
ligion and Diplomacy.

To receive the 
translation of the 

keynotes (FR) after 
the conference, 
register here !

 
GSRL-CNRS

International Conference | Oct. 2021
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“ Defenders of the Faith?
Right-wing Populism and Religion
in Germany, France and the USA ”.

From the display of oversized crosses 
at the US Capitol riots, to a pervasive 
new rhetoric centred on the defence 
of the “Judaeo-Christian West” in Eu-
rope: right-wing populist movements 
on both sides of the Atlantic are in-
tensifying their use of Christian sym-
bols and language. 

Many observers are quick to take such 
rhetoric at face value and consider 
conservative Christians and the new 
populist right as parts of the same 
« cultural backlash » against secular 
liberalism and multiculturalism.

 At closer inspection however the re-
lationship between the new right and 
Christianity is much more compli-
cated. In the U.S. for instance, Donald 
Trump was perceived to be the least 
religious GOP candidate in recent 
history, while in Europe church atten-
dance remains a strong predictor for 
not voting national populist.

This lecture investigates the sources 
o f  t h i s  a m b i g u o u s  re l at i o n s h i p 
between right-wing populism and 
religion. 

It explores how right-wing populists 
primarily employ Christianity as a se-
cularized national identity marker in 
the context of a new post-religious 
identity politics while remaining dis-
tanced from Christian doctrine and 
institutions. 

In a second step, it then investigates 
the reactions of Christian 
communities to this strategy across 
different countries and the ways 
in which these responses are in 
turn shaped by the behaviour of 
mainstream parties and religious 
elites. 

SAM. 23 OCT.
11h25-12h40

Discussant : Philippe Portier, Directeur d’Études (Professor, GS-
RL-CNRS/EPHE-PSL). Chair : Chloé Baills (PhD  student  GSRL-CNRS/
EPHE-PSL).

SAT. 23 OCT.
11h25-12h40

(EN)
Intervention

in English
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“  The concordant and divergent 
positions of the United States
Roman Catholic Church and 
Protestant Churches on the 
biomedical advance of genome 
modification ”.

One of the most pressing 
bioethical issues today lies in the 
pending therapeutic potential 
of human somatic and germinal 
genome modification. This major 
technological development has 
provoked deep fears and resistance. 

In this presentation, we will explore 
the concordant and divergent 
positions of the United States Roman 
Catholic Church and Protestant 
Churches on this biomedical advance 
which has been jettisoned into the 
near future thanks to CRISPR (a new, 
inexpensive and highly-efficient 
means of modifying the genome. 
The Nobel Prize was awarded to 
Jennifer Doudna and Emmanuelle 
Charpentier for their work in this 
field).

The striking diversity in positions 
taken by these two North American 
religious institutions will be 
emphasized.

SAT. 23 OCT.
15h45-17h

Discussant : Séverine Mathieu, Directrice d’Études (Professor, 
GSRL-CNRS/EPHE-PLS). Chair : Constance Varoquiez (PhD  
Student GSRL-CNRS/EPHE-PSL).

Prof. Jennifer Merchant, as a politi-
cal scientist from the University Pan-
théon-Assas, has been studying for more 
than twenty years the development and 
evolution of the impact of biotechnolo-
gies on society, especially in the United 
States, Europe and France.
Her main focus concerns the issues of 
medically assisted human procreation 
and women’s rights. She favours an in-
terdisciplinary approach, combining po-
litical science, law, gender studies and 
bioethics.
More specifically, her analysis of this im-
pact focuses on how public policies are 
built and consolidated. She therefore 
scrutinizes the role of the State and of 
the main actors in civil society, but also 
analyses the important role of judiciary 
systems.
Her publications on these subjects span 
from 1996 to today, and demonstrate the 
importance of comparative analyses in 
these subjects span from 1996 to today, 
and demonstrate the importance of com-
parative analyses in these fields.

(EN)
Intervention

in English
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DISCUSSANTS

Philippe Portier is Directeur d’Études 
(Professor) at the École Pratique des 
Hautes Études where he holds the chair  
 « Histoire et Sociologie des Laïcités ».
Author of several books, he is also an advi-
sor on issues related to religious freedom 
and French laïcité. 
Several important books count among 
his latest publication : La religion dans la 
France contemporaine : Entre séculari-
sation et recomposition, Paris, Armand  
Colin, 2021, avec Jean-Paul Willaime ; 
L’État et les religions en France. Une  
sociologie historique de la laïcité, Rennes, 
Presses Universitaires de Rennes, 2016 ; 
Métamorphoses catholiques. Acteurs, 
enjeux et mobilisations depuis le mariage 
pour tous, Paris, Editions de la MSH, 2015, 
avec Céline Béraud ; as well as  Politique et 
religion, L’enjeu mondial, Paris, Presses de 
Sciences Po, 2017, codirected with  Alain 
Dieckhoff.
His research focuses first on Catholicism 
after the Council of Vatican II, and then on 
the issue of laïcité – its genesis, its diverse 
examples in the contemporary world and 
its different models, and more broadly on 
the relationships between Church and 
State in Europe, Relationships between 
Religion, Politics and Society, Political 
philosophy and religion, Ethics, religion 
and politics. Besides, he is also interested 
in political theory and more specifically 
in the issue of religion in contemporary 
political thought. 

Laurent Amiotte-Suchet is a socio-
anthropologist. He is currently a Research 
Fellow at the Haute Ecole de santé Vaud 
(HESAV - HES-SO) in Lausanne. 
À specialist of religion, he has conducted 
ethnographic research on evangelical 
Protestantism, Marian devotion, exorcism 
and monastic life.
After defending his thesis in sociology of 
religions at the École pratique des hautes 
études (EPHE, Paris), he worked for nearly 
10 years at the Institute of Social Sciences 
of Religions (ISSR) at the University of 
Lausanne. 
Since 2014, he has been conducting 
research with his colleague Annick 
Anchisi on the aging of Catholic religious 
communities in Switzerland and France.
. Interested in Digital Humanities and 
engaged in the development of the online 
journal ethnographiques.org since the early 
2000s, Laurent Amiotte-Suchet also works 
on issues related to Open Science. 
He has notably co-edited a monograph 
with Monika Salzbrunn -  L’événement (im)
prévisible. Mobilisations politiques et dy-
namiques religieuses, Amiotte-Suchet 
Laurent, Dédale, Editions Beauchesne, 
2019 and has recently published  Frères de  
douleur. Récit d’un ethnologue en pèleri-
nage à Lourdes, Neuchâtel, Alphil – Presses 
universitaires de Suisse, 2021.
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Sébastien Fath, historian and sociologist 
of religion, is a permanent researcher at 
the National Centre for Scientific Re-
search (CNRS).
His main field of research is Protestan-
tism, with a strong emphasis on Evange-
licalism. 
He published successively on French 
Baptists, Billy Graham, the Bible Belt (US 
religion in the Southern States, religion 
and politics in the USA, French Evangeli-
calism and megachurches.
Until 2008, his researches mainly focused 
on Evangelicalism in its transatlantic di-
mension (France / United States & Ca-
nada).
His focus has been gradually reshaped 
since 2009 in a twofold direction.
First, relationships between evangelica-
lism, immigration, interculturality and ur-
ban space. Three topics are of particular 
interest: cultural reshaping of congrega-
tions in Paris through the impact of im-
migration, the new field of Gospel music 
produced between Africa and Europe, 
and mapping the new Protestant lands-
cape as it is impacted by demographic 
change.
The second direction is Geopolitics and 
Evangelicalism. Three topics in particu-
lar are studied: Sub-saharian Africa as 
a contact-zone between Evangelica-
lism and islam, Protestant Francophony 
(French speaking protestant networks), 
and Religion & society in South Sudan.
From 2002 to 2005, he led the GSRL 
Program “Evangelicals and Pentecostals”. 
From 2006 to 2009, he led the GSRL Pro-
gram “Religions and religious minorities in 
ultramodernity”.
From 2010 to 2018, along with Martine 
Cohen, he led the GSRL Program “God is 
changing in Paris : religious mutations in 
the Paris urban area’’.
Among other publications, we can find:
La Nouvelle France protestante, Essor 
et re-composition au XXIe siècle, (ed. 
Sébastien Fath & Jean-Paul Willaime), 
Genève, Labor et Fides, 2011 ; Dieu XXL. 
La Révolution des megachurches, Paris, 

Autrement, 2010 ; Du Ghetto au réseau. Le 
protestantisme évangélique en France (1800-
2005), Genève, Labor et Fides, 2005 and Dieu 
bénisse l’Amérique. La religion de la Maison 
Blanche, Paris, Seuil, 2004.

Condorcet Campus GSRL-CNRS-EPHE
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Condorcet Campus GSRL-CNRS-EPHE

Séverine Mathieu is Directrice d’études at 
the École Pratique des Hautes Etudes (EPHE), 
where she holds the chair of « sociology of reli-
gions in contemporary worlds ».
She is in charge of the RSP mention of the 
ED 4732 and of the Master “Sciences of re-
ligions and societies” (EPHE-EHESS). She is 

the EPHE representative on the COPIL of the 
INSHS-Santé platform led by the CNRS, and 
a member of the Comité d’éthique de l’INED 
and of the Centre d’éthique clinique (Paris, 
Hôpital Cochin).
Ethical questions being are at the heart of the 
interrelation between religion and society, 
she has been interested for several years in 
the ethical issues of reproductive biotechno-
logies.
The analysis of the interactions between 
religions and biotechnologies represents a 
fruitful avenue to better understanf the reor-
ganization of belief systems in a regime of 
advanced secularization, thus contributing 
to the sociology of religions in the contempo-
rary world.
The aim of her research is to understand how 
religious actors perceive biotechnologies and 
in return, how these influence the religious 
world from the inside, whether religious au-
thorities or the faithful.
As religious pluralisation goes hand in hand 
with secularisation, she seeks to grasp, in a 
context of religious diversity characteristic of 
the contemporary Western world, the issues 
related to these questions.
Among her publications : 
Faire famille aujourd’hui. PMA, bioéthique et 
religions, Paris, Le Cavalier bleu, 2020,
« Reflections on the study of reproduction: a 
comparative approach »,
Reproductive Biomedicine and Society, 
edited by S. Mathieu and R . Rapp, vol. 11, 
November 2020.  URL
« Parentés contemporaines », Journal des 
Anthropologues, Numéro thématique 
coordonné avec Mélanie Gourarier 
(CRESPPA/IEC), Printemps 2016,
« Catholic voice and ART: revising the French 
bioethics law », Reproductive Biomedicine 
and Society, « Reprotech in France and the 
United States: differences and similarities », 
vol. 11, November 2020.  URL
L’enfant des possibles : Assistance médicale 
à la procréation, éthique, religion et filiation, 
Paris, Editions de l’Atelier, 2013
Sacrées familles ! Changements familiaux, 
changements religieux, with M. Gross and S. 
Nizard, Paris, Editions Erès, 2011.

Conference Center, © Raphaël de Bengy
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Fernand Idriss MINTOOGUE holds two 
Master’s degrees in Political Science and 
Religious Science (anthropology) from 
the University of Lyon III Jean Moulin. 
He is currently a third-year doctoral stu-
dent at the École Pratique des Hautes 
Études (EPHE-Paris), affiliated with the 
Institut des Mondes Africains (IMAf) and 
the EASA research network (European As-
sociation of Social Anthropologists; topic: 
«Contemporary Spiritual Practices»), in 
addition to being an associate researcher 
with the Italian Ethnological Mission in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 
His work focuses on conceptions and 
representations of the body, illness and 
healing in charismatic (Pentecostal and 
Evangelical), as well as “traditional” (tra-
dipractitioners and counter-sorcerers) 
contexts.
He is the author of three articles, derived 
from papers he gave at conferences this 
year.

In Yaoundé, pastors of charismatic 
churches (Pentecostal and Evan-
gelical) and traditional “healers”  
(“witch-doctors”) both offer their 
clients/followers miraculous cures  
for their multiple ailments.

This paper will focus on the ongoing 
duel between government autho-
rities - the defenders and main  
executive forces of the Catholic 
Church since the colonial period - and 
the pastors of charismatic churches.

At the heart of this daily confronta-
tion lie sick bodies: those of the popu-
lation (faithful, citizens or patients), 
each of the two powers claiming to 
offer spaces of life or success to the 
people who is always in search of 
meaning and care.

If the power in place naturally claims 
its right to govern the daily life of its 

Fernand Idriss Mintoogue 
(EPHE-PSL/IMAF).
«  ‘Prophets’ sons’ will 
rule in this country! 
Ethnography of a 
permanent charismatic 
duel in Yaoundé 
(Cameroon)”  ».

“Prophetism and eschatological temptations”.

FRI. 22 OCT.
15h45-17h15

Chair : David Vincent (PhD candidate GSRL-CNRS/EPHE-PSL).

PANEL No.1 :

citizens, it must deal with the pre-
sence and the spatial, ideological 
and imaginary expansion of the cha-
rismatic churches. For a long time, 
these churches have centred their 
preaching on the unfiltered denun-
ciation of abuses and other shortco-
mings of the regime, not without  
demonizing its leaders in the pro-
cess. This led to an escalation of ten-
sions between the two powers, mar-
ked by the closure, ordered by the  
government in 2013, of hundreds of 
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Dr Matthew Rowley 
(Honorary Visiting Fellow, 
University of Leicester). 
«  Hope Deferred Makes 
the Prophecies Stick: 
Prophesying Trump’s 
Victory One Year After His 
Defeat  ».

so-called «revivalist» churches.
This authoritarian governmental 
response – motivated, among other 
things, by the Catholic Church’s 
worried opinion about the massive 
democratization/vulgarization of mi-
racles – has led to a rhetorical mode-
ration among charismatic churches, 
which are largely affected by this 
state surveillance. However, the pas-
tors did not give up on their initial en-
terprise of making Cameroon a “land 
of prophets” – a largely Pentecostal 
country under the rule of divinely 

The Capitol riot and Biden’s inaugu-
ration led to three responses among 
the prophets. First, some felt chaste-
ned by their failed prophecies and 
issued apologies. Others sought to 
exert greater quality control over the 
prophetic process. A third group has 
become more combative as the gap 
widens between prophecy and rea-
lity.

Picking up the narrative from ‘Prophe-
tic Populism and the Violent Rejec-

tion of Joe Biden’s Election: Mapping  
the Theology of the Capitol Insur-
rection’ (Forthcoming in Interna-
tional Journal of Religion) which 
overviewed a decade of prophecies 
about Donald Trump’s election and 
how they came to play an impor-
tant role in the 6 January 2021 in-
surrection, this paper will focus on 
this third strand, which argue that 
the only true Americans are those 
who accept the prophetic word and 
submit to the kingship of Christ over  
the United States.

At the same time that these cha-
rismatics are ousting those they 
consider to be unreal Americans, 
they are broadening their associa-
tions to include conspiratorial and 
far-right militia groups. These cha-
rismatics have also forged links with 
prominent Catholics who also be-
lieve the election was stolen. These 

empowered pastors and citizens in 
full possession of their spiritual gifts 
living out their glorious destiny.

Using my materials from a fieldwork 
conducted recently, and some data 
from bibliographic surveys, I will 
sketch the contours of this rivalry 
raging at the heart of Yaoundé, and 
more globally of Cameroon.  

G
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Catholics speak of God’s choice of 
Trump, believe in his miraculous vic-
tory over Biden in 2016 and appeal to 
a supernatural war against election 
fraud that is currently being waged.

Despite what appears to be the fai-
lure of the prophecies about Tru-
mp’s 2020 victory, believers in un-
fulfilled prophecy are not marching 
confidently into obscurity. They are 
holding mass rallies with prominent 
speakers as they argue that God will 
reinstate Trump in keeping with the 
divinely revealed promises. 

Matthew Rowley is an Honorary Visiting 
Fellow at the University of Leicester. His 
PhD was on Christianity and violence in 
the Puritan Atlantic World.
He is the author of Trump and the 
Protestant Reaction to Make America 
Great Again (Routledge, 2021) which 
explored how Protestants react to claims 
of greatness given a long history of 
racism, sexism and exploitation. 
He is also editing Miracles, Political 
Authority and Violence in Medieval 
and Early Modern History (Routledge, 
forthcoming), and editing a two-volume 
Global Sourcebook in Protestant Political 
Thought, 1517–1914 (Routledge).

An episode of a struggle between  
the prophet Elijah and Jezebel - the 
wife of King Ahab in the biblical book 
of Kings - interpreted through the 
prism of “spiritual warfare”, serves 
to translate the American current 
events as an eschatological struggle 
opposing “prophets” to the figure of 
Jezebel.

Dr. Christophe Monnot 
(Senior Lecturer, Université 
de Strasbourg)
et Jeanne Deysson, (CIERA-
Université de Strasbourg). 
«  Fighting Jezebel to bring 
about the Kingdom of God 
(in the USA)” ».

This episode supports the narrative 
of a covenanted “nation» that turns 
away from God through idolatry and 
sexual immorality. The return to the 
covenant must be supported by a 
strong political apparatus, anointed 
by “prophets”.  As a new figure of 
absolute evil, Jezebel is used to de-
monize several socio-cultural phe-
nomena (abortion, LGBT, feminism, 
the Democratic Party, cultural and 
religious pluralism). This is what the 
analysis of 50 YouTube videos (ser-
mons, teachings, televangelism) and 
five “spiritual warfare manuals” have 
allowed us to bring to light.

This discourse is supported by a 
network of independent charismatic 
leaders, close to the Christian right, 
who co-opt and legitimize each other.
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Christophe Monnot is a Senior Lecturer 
in the sociology of Protestantism at the 
University of Strasbourg, a researcher 
at the Institut de sciences sociales des 
religions at the University of Lausanne 
and an associate member of the GSRL 
(UMR 8582 CNRS EPHE-PSL).
His research focuses on religious 
institutions (churches, communities, 
assemblies) in their dynamics of 
secularisation and how groups of newly-
arrived immigrants settle in European 
contexts, thus constituting part of the 
religious diversity in their dynamics of 
reshaping the religious landscape. He is 
the author of numerous articles in both 
French and English published peer-
reviewed journals (Social Compass, 
Archives de sciences sociales des 
religions, Contemporary Religion, Social 
Inclusion, Journal of Religion in Europe, 
...).
He recently edited Église et écologie. 
La révolution à reculons (2020, with 
F. Rognon), Congregations in Europe 
(2018, with J. Stolz) and Reconnaissance 
et pluralisme (PUR, 2019, with I. Becci 
and O. Voirol).

Jeanne Deysson holds degrees in 
Modern History (Paris-Sorbonne) and 
Interreligious Studies (at the universities 
of Strasbourg, Basel and Heidelberg). 
She is the author of a Master’s thesis on 
“the figure of Jezebel in Pentecostal/
Charismatic discourses in the United 
States” (2021).

They are structured around media 
empires (Daystar, Sid Roth ISN, Jim 
Bakker Show, Charisma, Destiny, 
etc.) that broadcast it to millions of 
people. It is still relayed in churches 
by the Gateway network of mega-
churches.

The figure of Jezebel allows them to 
present themselves, a contrario, as 
prophets and successors of Elijah. 
It serves as a regulatory tool within 
the network, making it possible to 
de-legitimize certain innovators and 
to promote a conservative, and na-
tionalist order based on male domi-
nation by condemning religious plu-
ralism and certain moral behaviours 
(abortion, LGBT, etc.) while silencing 
others (divorce, tax evasion, etc.).

The “spirit of Jezebel” discourse, by 
relating to a biblical episode, can 
then engage followers in a spiri-
tual warfare in which the American 
conservative-nationalist political 
agenda is dressed up as Christian 
commitment. 
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“  Political recompositions and conservative 
mobilisations.  ”.

SAT. 23 OCT.
10h-11h10PANEL No.2 :

Chair : Cantaura La Cruz Perez (PhD candidate GSRL-CNRS/EPHE-PSL).

Juliette Duléry,  
(IFRAE-Inalco). 
«  Evangelicals’ 
mobilization against the 
legalisation of same-
sex marriage in Taiwan: 
between regional and 
global political project ».

While Taiwan became the first 
country in Asia to legalize same-sex 
marriage in 2019, the mobilisation of 
evangelicals in the local public space 
through demonstrations, prayers 
for the nation, as well as through 
the creation of political parties, has 
greatly hindered this process.

Based on fieldwork conducted 
in Taipei, Hong Kong and China 
(Shenzhen and Beijing), this 
paper raises the question of 
the convergence between the 
evangelical movement and cross-
border conservative political identity 
in the Sinophone space (China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong).

We show that although local 
evangelical Protestants are regionally 
aligned with the positioning of 
the American Christian Right, 
they are primarily motivated by a 
hegemonic missionary objective in 
the Sinophone space and elsewhere, 
based on a spiritualised conception 
of power.

We will take as a guideline the 
ethnographic analysis of the politico-
religious practices developed by 
evangelicals in the Chinese-speaking 
“public”.

In these territories, the evangelical 
movement – far from being a 
marginal religion – is becoming 
particularly attractive to the urban 
entrepreneurial elites. While their 
new mobilization in the public space 
has demonstrated their defence 
of conservative moral values, their 
political experimentation reflects 
identities aligned with the pro-
Beijing axis. This political positioning 
remains marked by its ambivalence, 
as evangelicals face religious 
restrictions when they interfere in 
Chinese territory.
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In contrast to the evangelicals, whose 
local influence remains to be seen, a 
network of Reformed Protestants in 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Beijing are 
more critical of the party-state, their 
position ranging from separatism 
(Taipei, Hong Kong) to participation 
in the human rights movement 
(Beijing).

Juliette Duléry is a fourth-year doctoral 
student, formerly contract-funded, 
under the co-direction of Sébastien 
Billioud and Yannick Fer, at the Institut 
français de recherche sur l’Asie de l’Est 
(Inalco, University of Paris, CNRS).
She specialises in critical sociology of 
religions and political sociology.
Her dissertation examines the circulation 
of evangelical religious practices in the 
Sinophone world (Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
China), and the political and missionary 
goals this movement has in these 
territories.
Juliette Duléry holds a Master’s degree 
in political sociology from the doctoral 
school of Sciences Po.
In 2020, she published the following 
article: “la visibilité des organisations 
protestantes en Chine sous le regard 
de l’État-parti” in a special issue of the 
journal Questions de communication 
edited by Philippe Gonzalez and David 
Douyère.

Dr. Sébastien Fath (Senior 
Researcher, GSRL-CNRS/
EPHE-PSL). 
« Christine Boutin (PRC) and 
the Christian Revival Centre 
(CRC): Convergences 
between a Catholicism 
of Identity and Creole 
Evangelicalism 
 (2009-2013)».

Conservative and populist recom-
positions that intersect politics and 
Christianity have been the object of 
renewed attention since the Trump 
presidential term in the United States 
(January 20, 2017-January 2021).

In the academic research on these 
movements often identified as the 
“(New) Christian Right”, White Evan-
gelicals in the United States and Ca-
tholics attached to identity issues in 
Western Europe have a prominent 
place. And rightly so, since these 
militant circles constitute, in Europe 
and in the United States, the main 
backbone of conservative mobilisa-
tions of religious inspiration.

The purpose of this presentation 
is to shift the focus to less studied 
margins, based on a French research 
field (France and overseas). The in-
vestigation, relying on a corpus of 
texts and videos available on the 
internet, focuses on the privileged 
links maintained, for several years, 
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between Christine Boutin, president 
of the Christian Democratic Par-
ty (PCD), and the pastors Jocelyne 
and David Goma of the Christian 
Revival Center (CRC). The period of 
study spans mainly over the years 
2009-2013/14, which correspond 
to Christine Boutin’s term as head of 
the PCD.

This research unfolds from three 
angles.

First, we will present the two (asym-
metrical) political associates under 
study, namely the Christian Demo-
cratic Party (PCD), which took this 
name in 2009, and the Christian Re-
vival Center, a multicultural Afro-Ca-
ribbean church belonging to the 
charismatic movement, founded in 
Seine-Saint-Denis (93) in 2000 by 
the Goma couple.

The second part of the investigation 
will focus on the political affinities 
expressed by Christine Boutin and 
the Goma couple during meetings, 
conferences, but also through can-
didacies in elections, such as that 
of Kelly Citadelle-Velin, head of the 
«Force Vie» list in Guadeloupe (Euro-
pean elections in 2014).

Finally, in a third and last part, we will 
try to develop avenues of analysis in 
order to give an overview of this po-
litical companionship relating to the 
“Christian right” type between a ca-
tholic activist and evangelical acti-
vists. Is it a conservative holy alliance 
or a “new marronnage (“marooning”, 
Christophe Guilluy)?

How can we understand these 
convergences under the seal of a 
“French Christian identity” and a fa-
mily model to defend? What do they 
tell us about conservative political 
recompositions in France and Europe 
which are increasingly multicultural 
and secularised? 

Sébastien Fath, historian and sociolo-
gist of religion, is a permanent resear-
cher at the National Centre for Scientific 
Research (CNRS).
His main field of research is Protestan-
tism, with a strong emphasis on Evange-
licalism. 
He published successively on French 
Baptists, Billy Graham, the Bible Belt (US 
religion in the Southern States, religion 
and politics in the USA, French Evange-
licalism and megachurches.
Until 2008, his researches mainly fo-
cused on Evangelicalism in its transat-
lantic dimension (France / United States 
& Canada).
His focus has been gradually reshaped 
since 2009 in a twofold direction.
First, relationships between evangelica-
lism, immigration, interculturality and ur-
ban space. Three topics are of particular 
interest: cultural reshaping of congrega-
tions in Paris through the impact of im-
migration, the new field of Gospel music 
produced between Africa and Europe, 
and mapping the new Protestant lands-
cape as it is impacted by demographic 
change.
The second direction is Geopolitics and 
Evangelicalism.  (...)
-> Read the full biography on p10.
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In social sciences, few concepts may 
be as loaded with pejorative conno-
tations as that of gender. Belonging 
to a terminology often identified as 
anticlerical, the notion of gender is 
frequently perceived as an insult or 
even a transgression to the “order of 
things”. This contributes to the mo-
bilisation of oppositions to gender 
studies and, in turn, to the online de-
monstrations of a map of anti-gen-
der prejudice.

United by this ethos, opponents (Pro-
testants and Catholics) to this ana-
lytical category, whether in Africa, 
Europe, or Latin America – despite 
being distant and distinct popula-
tions with very diverse histories – per-
ceive gender as an “enemy bearing a 
denaturalised vision of the gendered 
and sexual order” (Garbagnoli and 
Prearo, 2017: 10). Online examples 
of unifying discourses and actions 
are abundant.

Pamela Millet-Mouity 
(CESOR). 
«  The Christian right,
the political use of networks 
and the ethos of gender ».

Pamela Millet-Mouity is a socio-
anthropologist, a doctoral student at the 
École des Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales de Paris (EHESS-PSL) and 
a specialist in African and Caribbean 
migration, gender and gender relations.
She is also an assistant lecturer at the 
University of Evry Val-d’Essone.

SAT. 23 OCT.
14h-15h30PANEL No.3 :

“  Radical Right, Gender and Bioethics”.
Chair : Fernand Idriss Mintoogue (EPHE-PSL/IMAF).

The present contribution will be orga-
nized around three axes.

A first one will be dedicated to the 
profiles of these connected-belie-
vers, to the repertoire of actions, and 
to the forms of expression taken by 
the backslash online.
The second will focus on the trans-
national 2.0 networks that have 
emerged, on their link with the anti-
feminist and masculinist 2.0 move-
ments, but also on the way in which 
these convergences contribute to 
redesigning racial and social boun-
daries.
The presentation will end with more 
prospective aspects, thus allowing 
us to understand how new forms 
of Christian ecumenism, are being 
created today, especially online and 
how Christian thought is being up-
dated, or even reinvented.  
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The German right and extreme right 
are experiencing important changes 
around the issues of gender, immi-
gration and bioethics.

Moreover, Germany, thanks to its 
strong bi-confessional legacy, repre-
sents a particularly significant object. 
Heir to both Protestantism and the 
Catholic tradition of the Counter-Re-
formation, Germany is a country with 
a strong bi-confessional heritage.

We intend to study here the mutations 
of religious cleavages in contempo-
rary Germany and the phenomena of 
rapprochement between Protestants 
from former East Germany and Ca-
tholics from Southern Germany wit-
hin the radical right-wing party, the 
AfD.

We combine a sociological study of 
political cleavages with an approach 
to cultural and political changes in 
Germany since the 1990s.
Thus, we intend to open a dialogue 
between the study of political clea-
vages and the analysis of the evolu-
tion of both Catholic and Protestant 
churches.
Our hypothesis is that a new clea-
vage is emerging which leads on 

 Dr. Pierre Baudry (ATER, 
Université de Bourgogne). 
«  Unbelieving voters for 
a party that claims to be 
Christian: the role of religion 
in voting for the AfD and the 
CDU/CSU ».

Pierre Baudry holds a Master’s degree 
from the University of Heidelberg (Ger-
many) and is an Agrégé German teacher.
He wrote his thesis under the supervision 
of Philippe Portier.
He has published articles in A-ranked 
journals and one of his articles has been 
accepted by the French Journal of Politi-
cal Science.
Several of his articles are currently being 
reviewed by international scientific pu-
blishers (Routledge, Bloomsbury).
He has been teaching in higher edu-
cation for 3 years (lecturer and ATER in 
German).
He also regularly participates in inter-
national conferences (ISA, ECPR, IPSA, 
ABSP). 

the one hand to a rapprochement 
between Catholics and conservative 
Protestants, but on the other hand to 
a secularisation of voters who sup-
port the AfD for its xenophobic ideas. 
The shared referent of these groups 
is the «Christian identity of Europe» 
as it resonates with both believers 
and anti-Muslim voters.

Vis-à-vis this new coalition, there is 
simultaneously a rapprochement 
between the Christian Democrats, 
who are opening up to progressive 
ideas, and an increasingly centrist 
German left.

Finally, these developments are also 
due to the transformation of the 
Catholic and Protestant churches, 
which are defending «open» posi-
tions at the risk of seeing their most 
conservative members join the most 
radical fringes.
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Since the second half of the 1990s, 
the Lega in Italy has made a great 
effort to depict itself as the saviour 
of the Catholic identity of Italian nor-
thern ‘people’ (McDonnell, 2016).
This ‘conversion to Catholicism’ 
(Guolo, 2011) further strengthened 
following the election of Matteo Sal-
vini as party President in December 
2013 (Passarelli and Tuorto, 2018). 
The evocation of Christian tropes by 
the Lega’s senior leaders has cur-
rently become increasingly frequent 
and has acquired a central role in the 
electoral messages of this party (Oz-
zano and Bolzonar, 2021). This poli-
tical development has also implied a 
revision of the Lega’s alliances with 
religious associations.
 While after the late 1990s, the Lega 
established close relationships with 
Italian Catholic conservative mo-
vements, in the last decade, it has 
consolidated its linkages with inter-
national Christian organizations, no-
tably the World Congress of Families, 
the US-based think-tank that aims 
to unite worldwide Christian asso-
ciations to contrast the liberalization 
of national policies on gender- and 
sexuality-related issues (Bolzonar, 
2020).

Dr. Fabio Bolzonar (Université 
Libre de Bruxelles, Visiting 
Scholar, UC Berkeley). 
«  A Convergence between 
Radical Right Populism and 
the International Christian 
Right: The Case of the Lega 
under the Leadership of 
Matteo Salvini ».

Fabio Bolzonar was awarded a PhD 
from the University of Cambridge and 
he is currently a scientific collaborator 
of the CEVIPOL (Centre d’Étude de la 
Vie Politique) at the Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, where he is taking part in the 
RELEP project, a comparative survey 
aimed at studying the religious prefe-
rences of the members of the European 
Parliament.
Before joining the CEVIPOL, he was 
visiting scholar at the Department of 
Sociology at UC Berkeley and he held a 
research and teaching position at the 
School of Social Development and Public 
Policy at Fudan University.
His book on the influence of Catholicism 
on the historical developments of the 
French welfare state will be published 
by Leuven University Press at the end of 
2021 and his comparative study on the 
anti-gay marriage protests in Western 
Europe by Routledge in 2022.
His main research interests are related 
to relationships between religion and 
politics, gender and sexuality, populist 
radical right parties, and comparative 
public policy.

This paper investigates the rela-
tionships between the Lega under 
the leadership of Matteo Salvini and 
international Christian organizations 
and explains their impact on the an-
ti-gender policies promoted by this 
party. Through the study of policy 
papers, party materials, official de-
clarations of party leaders, and the 
quality content analysis of a vast da-
tabase of news in the press, the pa-
per aims to understand the ‘religious 
politics’ of the Lega and to explore 
the influence of international Chris-
tian groups on radical right populism.
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The GSRL (UMR 8582) is a CNRS research lab attached to 
the École pratique des Hautes études (EPHE-PSL). Its team 
comprises researchers from various fields (history, sociolo-
gy, political sciences, anthropology, philosophy, law, etc.) fo-
cusing on the transformations of the religious and on issues 
re lated to se-

c u l a r i s m  a n d  t h e  F r e n c h  
“laïcité” in a contemporary 
world.

Its field of expertise encom-
passes numerous cultural 
spheres. 

Since September 2019,  the 
GSRL is located at the Campus 
Condorcet.
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